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Overview:

The Hunterdon Land Trust seeks continued support from the Lower Delaware Wild and Scenic River Incentive Grant Program for ongoing work to preserve and steward land in the watersheds affecting the Delaware River. Previous support from the Grant Program has helped the Hunterdon Land Trust  create and manage interconnected greenways of preserved farmland, forests, and natural areas in order to safeguard critical watershed resources and provide passive recreational opportunities for the public within the Delaware River watershed.  
A 2009-2010 grant from the Wild and Scenic River helped make the first phase of implementation possible. Public access to the Frenchtown Preserve has been improved, the boundaries of the property have been marked, and projects to improve access to the Kugler Woods are moving forward. Work is also underway, in collaboration with the state office of the Natural Lands Trust, to convert a hay field on the Milford Bluffs Preserve into a warm-season grass meadow; the second phase of the conversion is scheduled for completion in the spring of 2011. A new trail through the Kugler Woods is scheduled to be complete before the end of the current grant period. The Hunterdon Land Trust is also working with the New Jersey Conservation Foundation (NJCF) to protect the recently acquired and preserved Frenchtown Run property in Kingwood Township from illegal ATV use that is causing erosion on this preserved property. 

Renewed support for the period of time covering June 2011 to June 2012 will help the land trust to continue moving forward on the Delaware River Watershed Management Plan and other projects within the watershed. 
The proposed work directly supports the Lower Delaware River Management Plan’s goals of preserving and protecting the river’s outstanding natural resources, providing and encouraging recreational use of the river corridor, and preserving open space to maximize the health of the ecosystem and preserve scenic values. The Hunterdon Land Trust is a non-profit member of the Wild and Scenic Lower Delaware River Management Committee.  The land trust has passed a resolution to support the Wild & Scenic Lower Delaware River Management Committee Action Plan. 

Project Area:

The Hunterdon Land Trust is an organization with a strong record of preservation success in Hunterdon County.  Since incorporation in 1996, we have participated in the preservation of over 5,000 acres of land, leveraging over $60 million in state, county, municipal, and non-profit funding for land preservation in Hunterdon County.  
The Delaware River watershed in Hunterdon County has been a focus for our preservation work since the inception of the organization.  We have facilitated the permanent protection of farms, forest and natural areas in the watershed within Hunterdon County with the goal of creating contiguous greenbelts to link and protect the high quality tributaries of the Delaware, specifically the Alexauken, Nishisakwick, Copper, and Lockatong creeks and the Musconetcong River. We have also focused our preservation and stewardship efforts along the river corridor itself, protecting over 1,500 acres along the bluffs and scenic vistas of state Route 29, and establishing and beginning  implementation of a 5-year Management Plan designed to bring municipal and volunteer resources to help improve public access to and management of these important public resources. 
The work proposed below focuses on efforts within the Hunterdon County corridor of the Lower Delaware River Watershed.
Project Description and Objectives

The Hunterdon Land Trust will build on past work to steward and provide public access to preserved, public land and continue to actively pursue the acquisition of the remaining tracts of unpreserved land within the river corridor.   In July 2009, we began the implementation of a 5-year management plan for state held land within the Lower Delaware River watershed of Hunterdon County.  This management plan was created through a cooperative effort involving the state, the river municipalities and other non profit organizations and is intended to improve stewardship and public access to state held parkland within the river corridor.  
Work in the June 2011 to June 2012 time period will involve continued collaboration with nonprofit and municipal partners as well as expanded implementation of stewardship and acquisition goals.  
Land Acquisition

The Lower Delaware River corridor is an area of focus for the Hunterdon Land Trust acquisition program. We currently have nearly 1,000 acres within the Lockatong and Wickecheoke watershed in our project pipelines.  During the period of June 2011 to June 2012 the Hunterdon Land Trust will pursue several preservation projects which may include, but are not limited to: 
1.   Grecco

36 acres 

(Franklin Twp.) UNDER CONTRACT
      2.    Palapoli
250 acres 

(KingwoodTwp.)  CONTRACT PENDING
3.    Trstensky
26 acres

(Kingwood Twp.)

4.    Mattison
45 acres

(Kingwood Twp.)

5.    Campbell
100 acres

(Raritan Township)

6.    Ecker

61 acres

(Kingwood Twp.)

7.    Tea Table
200 acres

(Kingwood Twp.)

9.    Cooley
138 acres

(Kingwood Twp.)

10.  Conley
112 acres
   
(Delaware Twp.)

11.  SEE project
   0.5 acre
 
(Lambertville)

Typical acquisition work includes: landowner contact and negotiation, meetings with townships and the county for funding, and/or solicitation of technical reports (e.g. appraisals, title search, surveys and Phase I environmental investigations).

Our collaboration with NJCF on the permanent protection of 200 acres of privately held land along the river corridor known as the Devil’s Tea Table is moving forward, and we remain committed to its protection. Preservation of these parcels will contribute significantly to the protection of the watershed, protect scenic vistas, and provide public recreation opportunities.  Within this funding cycle we have applied for funds to preserve the property and are ready to move into the next stage of preservation, negotiating a purchase of this land from the current owner.  At this time it seems likely that preservation work on this project will be ongoing into the next funding cycle. 
As an established land trust, with professional staff who have years of experience in land preservation, the Hunterdon Land Trust is in a position to act as a resource for small grassroots groups embarking on preservation projects. SEE Lambertville (Society, Environment, Economy) is actively working to preserve a half-acre lot in Lambertville City. This property is within the Delaware floodplain, and represents one of the last opportunities to preserve open space for Lambertville residents. We seek support so that the Hunterdon Land Trust will have the resources necessary to provide SEE Lambertville with meaningful professional support and be able to assist with technical costs associated with this preservation. 

Funding will cover the following costs:

	Personnel
	
	

	
	Executive Director 
35 hours @ 47.17
	$1,650.95

	
	Director of Land Acquisition and Stewardship 
175 hours @ 36.18 per
	$ 6,331.50

	Administration
	Technical Reports
	$2,000.00

	Subtotal:
	
	$9,982.45


Stewardship
In the grant period covering June 2011 to June 2012, we wish to continue engaging non-profit organizations, local municipalities and the state parks department for the common purpose of caring for and improving public access to Delaware River corridor parkland in support of our 5 year management plan.  
Wickecheoke Meadows:

The New Jersey Conservation Foundation prepared a management plan for the Wickecheoke Creek Preserve.  The plan identified properties in the Wickecheoke Creek Preserve with goals to create, restore and maintain these lands as native grass meadows.  The Hunterdon Land Trust would like to work with NJCF to hire a meadow consultant to further assess the plant species on these properties, and recommend management practices to create and improve the native meadows.  The consultant’s work also includes supervising staff in implementing proper meadow stewardship practices including mowing, temporary fencing of sensitive plant communities during critical growth periods, and eradication of invasive plants.
Funding will cover the following costs:

	Personnel
	
	

	
	Director of Land Acquisition and Stewardship 

hours 10@ 36.18 per
	$361.80 

	
	Delaware Stewardship Program Manager 25@ 35.03
	$875.75

	Contractual
	Meadow Consultant 
 72 hours @ 50.00
	$3,600.00

	Supplies
	Temporary Fencing
	$400

	Subtotal:
	
	$5,237.55

	
	Additional support 
	In-kind donation of

NJCF staff time


Flood Remediation in Lockatong-Wickecheoke Watershed: 
 A recent three - year study of the Lockatong and Wickecheoke watersheds by the New Jersey Water Supply Authority identified Rose Brook as the most urbanized subwatershed in the Lockatong-Wickecheoke watersheds, with 10% impervious cover. The Delaware Township Stormwater Committee and concerned neighbors have identified the municipally owned Higgins Farm open space parcel as well-suited for plantings to remediate flooding in Sergeantsville. The Higgins Farm property is located at the headwaters of Rose Brook, making it an important site for flood management in this Lockatong-Wickecheoke sub-watershed.  
This project will implement ecological restoration plantings that will be protected by deer exclosures on the Higgins Farm property. These plantings will cover roughly 600 square feet and consist of native trees and shrubs in a natural pattern. Canopy trees, understory trees, shrubs and herbaceous plants are chosen from Delaware Township’s List of Recommended Street Trees, Understory Trees for Wooded Streets, Buffer Plants.
Funding will cover the following costs:

	Personnel
	
	

	
	Director of Land Acquisition and Stewardship 

hours 5@ 36.18 per
	$180.90

	
	Delaware Stewardship Program Manager 30@ 35.03
	$1,051.50


	Contractual
	Labor to install deer exclosures, planting, and maintenance
	$1,840.00

	Supplies
	Trees, plants, exclosure materials
	$1,160.00

	Subtotal:
	
	$4,232.40


Thomas A. Saeger Land Preserve Stewardship:
The Hunterdon Land Trust preserved the Saeger property in Holland Township in 2010. In order to make the land accessible for public recreation, we would like to install a trailhead with informational materials and mark a walking trail for public use. This land adjoins 110 acres of preserved parkland.  Proper stewardship also requires the removal of invasive species (autumn olive and multiflora rose) and we have been awarded a small grant from another source to begin that work. 
Funding will cover the following costs:

	Personnel
	
	

	
	Director of Land Acquisition and Stewardship 

hours 15@ 36.18 per
	$ 542.70

	
	Delaware Stewardship Program Manager 12@ 35.03
	$420.36

	Supplies
	Trailhead kiosk and informational materials
	$3,000.00

	Subtotal:
	
	$3,963.06

	
	Additional funds for removal of invasive species 
	Conservation 
Resources $3,000.00


Goat Hill Preserve:
The 218 acre Goat Hill property, part of Washington Crossing State Park, is located in West Amwell Township and is adjacent to the City of Lambertville. Goat Hill was identified as a Natural Heritage Priority Site by the NJ Department of Environmental Protection.  It is considered to be important in the preservation of biological diversity in New Jersey.  Along with its historical significance, it contains some of the best remaining habitat for rare species, as well as a breathtaking view of the Delaware River known as the Goat Hill Overlook.  The property is known to contain three state endangered plant species.  

We have applied for partial funding from the National Recreational grant programs to build and mark a trail through this Preserve, create a visitor map/guide and install an interpretive sign in the vicinity of the Overlook.

Funding will cover the following costs:

	Personnel
	
	

	
	Director of Land Acquisition and Stewardship 

10 hours @ 36.18 per
	$361.80

	
	Delaware Stewardship Program Manager 30 hours @ 35.03
	$1,050.90

	Subtotal:
	
	$1,412.70

	
	Additional funds 
	National Recreational

Trail Grant 

(application pending)

$2,790.00


Outreach and Education
The Hunterdon Land Trust will undertake two events directly related to the goals of the Lower Delaware River Management Plan in the June 2011-June 2012 timeframe. Our annual Day on the Land event will be held at the Zega-Lockatong property and will feature our stewardship initiatives within the Delaware River corridor. A second event will educate landowners about responsible stewardship of preserved lands. Possible topics include: dam removal, pond restoration or warm season grass meadows.

Additionally our work in the river corridor will be publicized through press releases, on our website, the inclusion of an article in each of the two editions of our newsletter, Conservation Matters and through collaboration with other recipients of Lower Delaware incentive grant funding. 
Funding will cover the following costs:

	Personnel
	
	

	
	Director of Development and Outreach 45@ 34.75
	$1,563.75

	Supplies
	Food, signage, supplies for Day on the land
	$375.00

	
	Food, signage, supplies for land owner forum
	$375.00



	Subtotal:
	
	$2,313.75


Project Deliverables:

During the duration of the cooperative agreement the land trust will:

· Submit a report outlining the acquisition efforts on the properties and projects in the river corridor.
· Submit a report on meadow implementation and maintenance on NJCF’s Wickecheoke properties. 
· Submit a report on flood remediation work on the Higgins Farm property, in Lockatong-Wickecheoke Watershed

· Install a trailhead kiosk and informational materials at the Saeger Preserve.
· Submit a report on Day on the Land and landowner forum events.

· Draft and place articles in the land trust’s newsletter, Conservation Matters, coverage on www.hlta.org and at least two press releases.

· Share press clippings, articles and other coverage on funded projects. 
Project Budget

The Hunterdon Land Trust requests $30,000 to fund the above activities planned for June 2011 to June 2012.  Tasks will be the responsibility of the Executive Director with support from the Land Acquisition and Stewardship Director, the Delaware Stewardship Initiative Project Manager, and the Director of Development and Outreach.  A budget of project expenses to be covered by the requested funding is attached.

Authorized parties to receive and manage funds on behalf of Hunterdon Land Trust: Margaret I. Waldock, Executive Director; Ron Monaco, Treasurer; Mary Licetti, Accountant


Summary
The Hunterdon Land Trust’s work in the Delaware Watershed meets several of the goals of the Lower Delaware River Management Plan including:

· Preservation of the river’s water quality and outstanding resources

· Preservation of open space as a means to maximize the health of the ecosystem, preserve scenic views and minimize impacts of development

· Encouraging recreational use of the river corridor with a low social and environmental impact

· Minimizing the potential for development within the river corridor and encouraging low-impact tourism in the area

Our land preservation activities specifically target properties within the Delaware River watershed in an effort to preserve and protect water resources, contiguous forests, and species habitat.   In addition, our effort to initiate stewardship activities to improve public access and protect natural resources within the river watershed will support Management Plan goals of protecting critical resources and improving the public’s access for recreation.
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