
Description of the Work Accomplished 
The 2022 mini-grant award from the Lower Delaware Wild & Scenic River Management 

Council presented the perfect opportunity for Tinicum Township’s newly re-established 
Environmental Advisory Committee to showcase how important our natural resources are to 
residents in Tinicum Township.  

 
With the mini-grant award and the generosity of community partners and volunteers, the 

EAC planned, prepared for and presented two make-your-own rain barrel workshops and thirteen 
free at-home rain barrel assembly kits in order to put sixty (60) 55-gallon rain barrels to work in 
Tinicum to help maintain existing water quality in the Delaware River, and preserve and protect 
natural resources along the river corridor and tributaries.  
 
Photos of the Project 

 
Tinicum Township’s  

EAC Chairperson, Sasha Hall (right),  
collecting donated materials from 

Wehrung’s Lumber & Home Center. 
 
 

 
Dan Breslin (left) and Tinicum Township 

Supervisor, Eleanor Breslin (right), 
collecting donated barrels from Coca-Cola 

in Allentown, Pennsylvania. 

 
EAC member, Cindi Gasparre (right), 

preparing barrels for their transformation. 

 
EAC member, Riley Murphy (left),  

drilling holes in one of many barrels. 
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Rain barrel workshop under the pavilion at the Tinicum Township Community Park.

 
Tinicum residents learning about the many 

environmental benefits of using rain barrels. 
 
 
 

                 
Tinicum Township Manager, Teri Lewis 

(left), built a rain barrel to be used to water 
the flower garden at the township building. 
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Penn State Extension Master Watershed Stewards, Joan Stelchman and Cindy Rafferty,  
offering 1:1 guidance and expertise to Tinicum residents during rain barrel workshop.

   

                                 
EAC volunteers and residents working together to protect 

Tinicum Township’s natural resources. 

 

  
 

 
“It fills with only a quick 
Summer evening rain…It 
is installed to collect the 
rain from one side of our 
small barn. I needed to 
build a base for it so that I 
could raise the level of the 
rain barrel in order to more 
easily water the garden.”  
 
- L.E., Tinicum Resident 
 
 
 

 
    



                                        
Tinicum Township’s Public Works Department 

 installed a rain barrel for the Tinicum Township Municipal Building.

In-Kind Services/ Goods and Volunteer Contributions 
Wehrung’s Lumber and Home Center donated parts and materials used to transform the barrels 
into rain-barrels. Coca-Cola donated sixty (60) 55-gallon food-grade drums.  
 
Volunteers donated approximately 102 service hours to complete this project. 
Work Contributed Date(s) Approximate Service Hours 
EAC planning Various during Spring 2022   12 hours 
Barrel collection & transport June 9, 2022   16 hours 
Barrel preparation June 10, 2022   33 hours 
In-person workshops June 11, 2022   29 hours 
Home-assembly kit preparation July 1, 2022     6 hours 
Total Volunteer Hours  102 hours 

 
 
Financials 

$14.15 Staples Essay Document / print posters for advertising 
$331.78 Home Depot Everbil 3/4 poly union with washer fittings 
$34.92 Home Depot Everbil 3/4 poly union with washer fittings 

$212.21 Home Depot Everbil 3/4 poly union with washer fittings 
$58.25 Amazon rain barrel fillings 

$134.53 Home Depot 4 in. pvc toilet flange 
$85.61 Home Depot 4 in. pvc toilet flange 

$111.16 Home Depot 4 in. pvc toilet flange 
$6.15 Home Depot Adapters 

$57.33 Home Depot Adapters 
$104.71 Home Depot cleaning material & adapters 
$168.35 Wehrung's hose bibb/clamps saw connectors 
$47.72 fuel (Flemington)   

$1,046.61 (sub-total for above expenses less $320.26 in returns) 
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$231.44 U-Haul rental truck rental 
$56.52  drill bits 

$121.37  plumber's tape 
$108.41 Home Depot (14) 4" flanges & one pex pipe 

$1,564.35    
 
Unexpected Challenges 
 It quickly became apparent that a rental truck would be needed to collect, transport and 
keep secure all of the 55-gallon barrels. To minimize the duration and cost of the truck rental, 
volunteers picked up the barrels from Coca-Cola in the afternoon of June 9th, and a small force of 
volunteers rinsed, cleaned and pre-drilled the barrels on June 10th for the July 11th workshops. 
 

The Tinicum Township Community Park was chosen as the venue for the workshops, 
because it has a large, open-air covered pavilion and is conveniently located. However, since 
there is no electricity at this park, the EAC decided to pre-drill the in-flow, overflow, and spigot 
holes for each barrel rather than risk depleting batteries of cordless drills mid-workshop. While 
this was the right decision, it increased the time and number of volunteers needed to prepare the 
barrels.  
 
Unexpected Benefits 

One noteworthy benefit of this project was that those who participated genuinely 
appreciated having the opportunity to come together as a community and lend a hand to a 
neighbor. It was truly remarkable. Holding the workshops at the Tinicum Township Community 
Park had the unexpected benefit of revealing the wildflower meadow (a collaboration between 
the EAC and the Public Works Department) and boosting interest in the Township’s parks. 

 
Another noteworthy benefit was that the Upper Bucks Field Coordinator for the non-

partisan non-profit organization PennFuture volunteered on the day of the workshop. He 
circulated a petition in support of Growing Greener III legislation and credits Representative 
Labs’ subsequent co-sponsorship of this legislation in part to the many signatures collected at the 
rain barrel workshops. 

 
Lastly, the rain barrel workshop received great media coverage, thanks to a Bucks 

County Herald intern who covered the first workshop of the morning. This article inspired 
members of the EAC of Durham Township to reach out to members of Tinicum’s EAC to learn 
about what worked and what could have been better so they can plan a workshop for Durham 
residents. 

 
Description of Changes to Timeline, Funding Needs or Other Pertinent Changes 

The workshops were proposed to be held in or around later April/ early May 2022, and 
since the grant was not awarded until the end of February the workshops were not held until 
June.  

A portion of the award was used for the rental truck to transport and store the barrels over 
a 48-hour period. 
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Copies of All Publicity and Acknowledgements 
- PDF of Poster attached hereto as Exhibit A; 
- Facebook posting screenshot attached hereto as Exhibit B; 
- Bucks County Herald attached hereto as Exhibit C; and, 
- Minutes from the BOS meeting attached hereto as Exhibit D. 
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